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Is presentation of ADHD subtypes different between 
community and clinical samples?

Letter to the Editor

I read with interest the letter by Ramelli et al.[1] They 
reported that the presentation of attention deficit 
hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) subtypes are age 

dependent. Herein, I would like to mention the results 
of similar published studies about association of ADHD 
subtype and children's age.

A study on a clinical sample of 171 (79.5% boys and 
20.5% girls) children and adolescents with ADHD with 
the age range of 5.5 to 18 years indicated that the mean 
age of children with ADHD-predominantly hyperactive 
impulsive types was significantly lower than that of the 
other subtypes. Also, the mean age of the children with 
inattentive types of ADHD was higher than that of the 
other two subtypes. However, after considering gender 
as a covariant factor, there was no association between 
ADHD subtypes and age.[2]

Another study on 380 clinic-referred youths aged 
4-17 years reported that the symptoms of hyperactivity-
impulsivity symptoms present earlier in preschool 
children while the inattentive type of ADHD is more 
common in adolescents.[3]

Of course, both of these studies are from clinical 
samples. Even, they do not seem to represent clinical 
samples of children from the world. Children with 
ADHD who are referred to clinics usually suffer from 
severe form of the disorder. Also, most of the clinical 
samples of children with ADHD suffer from other co-
morbid psychiatric disorders.[4] Therefore, further 

studies on community samples of children with ADHD 
considering covariant factors should be conducted to 
find whether presentation of ADHD subtypes is age 
dependent.
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